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HOLES, SAMUEL

r

File No.~??

Samuel Holes was born in England June 10, 1824, and in 1833 wae
brought to this country by hi.a parents.

They lived in Owego, New York

for a time and at the age of eighteen years he went to Indiana where he
worked as a farm hand in the summer and to Michigan in the winter to work
in a saw mill.
He was married in 1848 to Elizabeth Koutz who was born in Pennsylvania, of Holland Dutch descent, on March 24, 1826.

The parents of

Elizabeth Koutz ~ecured a homestead on Green Lake, Kandiyohi County near
Spicer, Minnesota, about two miles from Lake Elizabeth.
named after Elizabeth Koutz.

This lake was

They lived on this homestead till the

Indian Outbreak in August, 1862 9 prior to the outbreak the people realized the Indians were getting hostile, they would ask for bread and threaten them if refused.

Some of. the people left for a safer place, but the

Koutz family and also some Scandinavians determined to stay.

The women

made bullets by hamering lead, it was very hard work but the bullets
frightened the Indians.

William Koutz, known as Captain Koutz, le_ad

the people to New Ulm and safety, not one white man of this group was
killed.
In 1862 Samuel Holes came to Saint Cloud a nd settled in Lower Town.
This land was called the Holes Fort.

He took charge of one of the "ox

trains," which carried provisions from Saint Cloud to the frontier.

He

served in the Civil War with Captain Oscar Taylor and Colonel Freeman.
Colonel Freeman was shot with , a poison arrow and died at Fort Abercrombie, but the Indians were driven beyong the Missouri River.
Before the massacre Samuel Holes sent his wife and family back to
Indiana and in 1863 they returned.

They came by train to LaCrosse, Wis-

consin, by steamboat to Saint Paul, and by stage coach to Saint Cloud.
They moved out to the mouth of Sauk River, then a little village
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consisting of a saw mill, a blacksmith shop, flour mill, post office and
a c rding mill.

It was known as Sauk City.

They lived there until the

Sauk River flood in 1866, almost all was wasted down the levy, and also
part of the Samuel Holes home.

After the flood they moved to a farm near

Saint Wendel where Samuel and Elizabeth (Koutz) Holes lived the remaining days of their lives.
To Samuel and Eliza.beth (Koutz·) Holes six children were born.
William James Wa$ born December 31, 1853, he received his education in
the Methodist Seminary in Saint Cloud, and later learned the stone
cutter's trade.

In 1883 he started business for himself.

married Anna Anstora of New York, they had five children.
13, 1936.

He died July

Ella was born April 28, 1859, she received her education

at the State Normal School and graduated April 28, 1881.
eight terms in Sherburne and Todd Counties.
dred and they have three children.

She taught for

Ella married Clark H. El-

Francis Myra was born October 27,

1861, she married Howard Hatch and they have three sons.
truck garden in Shirley township, Massachusetts.
in 1864.

William J.

They have a

George Otis was born

He married Alvaretta Skinner, they have nine children.

He is

a stone cutter by trade and with William James formed the Holes Granite
Company •
.Mr. Samuel Holes died in 1876 and Mrs. Elizabeth (Koutz) Holes died
in March, 1891.

They are buried in the North Star Cemetery.

Interviewed: Mrs. Ella (Holes) Eldred
Da~e: July 23, 1936
By• Tresa Gruber
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